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Book Review
Reviewed by Kristen Van Kampen (Teen Reviewer) for Readers' Favorite

Spud's First Day Surprise (Chompy and the Munchy Bunch volume three) by Nancy Beaule is a fun
children's book that follows a young potato named Spud. Spud is beginning at a new school, and
it's getting off to a rocky start. He bumps into the teacher's desk and falls over, and people laugh
at him. A few people play a prank on him, and they laugh at him. Spud runs away and into the
forest. In the forest, he sees the house of the gourds, but he accidentally falls into the window and
gets stuck. Meanwhile, his classmates are trying to find him. Will he ever get out of the window?

I really enjoyed reading Spud's First Day Surprise (Chompy and the Munchy Bunch volume three)
by Nancy Beaule. The book is very well written and descriptive. The story has many funny parts.
The characters are likeable, because the gourds help to cheer Spud up, and Spud kept the rain
away from the gourds. The book teaches that sometimes people are teased because they're
different, but it doesn't mean they should be bullied. It also teaches that often bullying is based
on appearance. The book is very relatable, because many young readers have had to go to a new
school, just like Spud. The illustrations by Lauren Goldstein are very well done, and depict each
scene vividly. The pictures are also very colorful. Children will enjoy reading this book. I would
definitely recommend this book to all young readers.
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Author Biography

Nancy's path toward becoming a children's book author was a bit different,
having spent the last 30 years as an entrepreneur/inventor. In 1996 she
invented a product called the Pie Saver (foil rings that prevent pies from
burning). Nancy loves creating, along with an interest in children's nutrition,

which led her to develop this series. The kids love the antics of Chompy and his pals, and parents
appreciate the underlying nutritional message! Nancy has two children and three grandchildren,
and lives in Florida and Maine with her husband of 42 years. She loves the outdoors - fishing,
camping, hiking (anything adventurous), along with reading, cooking, and especially spending time
with her grandchildren.


