
Miss Bristol Rents a Room
by Tom Hoffman

Fiction - Fantasy - Urban
Kindle Edition

Reviewed on 05/15/2025

Book Review
Reviewed by Carol Thompson for Readers' Favorite

Miss Bristol Rents a Room by Tom Hoffman is an inventive and charming historical fantasy that
weaves time travel, memory, and identity into a delightful narrative set against the backdrop of
modern-day Brooklyn. Known for his imaginative storytelling in series like The Translucent Boy
and Orville Mouse, Hoffman offers a fresh standalone tale that blends the elegance of the past
with the curiosity and chaos of the present. The story begins when a young woman collapses on a
Brooklyn sidewalk in 2025, dazed and dressed in Gilded Age fashion. With no memory of who she
is or how she arrived in the future, she begins a journey that’s part mystery, part adventure, and
entirely captivating. Her world shifts again when she discovers a photograph from 1910 showing
her alongside two young men at Teotihuacan’s Temple of the Feathered Serpent. The image
unlocks a flood of memories, and with it, the threads of her astonishing past.

Miss Bristol emerges as a wonderfully layered protagonist, sharp, resourceful, and courageous,
whether navigating the etiquette of a bygone era or learning to eat pizza like a New Yorker. The
contrast between her 19th-century upbringing and 21st-century surroundings provides both
humor and poignancy. Tom Hoffman balances these elements with skill, offering readers
moments of quiet introspection alongside bursts of action and discovery. Hoffman is a master
storyteller who will grab you from the first sentence and keep you reading until the last word. He
knocks it out of the park, or rather centuries, with Miss Bristol Rents a Room. It’s a whimsical yet
heartfelt tale that bridges centuries with ease and grace, celebrating the courage to explore and
the joy of remembering who you truly are. If you haven't read books by Tom Hoffman, you are
truly missing out.


