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“Until she hears the bus driver swear, Camille isn't worried.” With this instantly
captivating and encapsulating opening sentence, Jessica Winters Mireles
begins her highly engrossing, impeccably written novel, Lost in Oaxaca. In
fact, the novel is so well written, it begs to be reviewed on two levels: that of
the writer, and that of the reader. Why? Because Ms. Mireles does what any good artist does - she
makes the hard look easy. From a writer’'s viewpoint, one notes the many plotting pitfalls so
narrowly averted at every turn. But this bus does not take a fateful muddy plunge. Rather, it
navigates its way artfully past clichés and easy expectations toward a most satisfying end. Along
the way, the story moves with competence and skill derived from intense and committed effort.
The reader does not see this, however. The reader simply enjoys a wonderful story wonderfully
told.

Jessica Winters Mireles also navigates two distinctly different cultural worlds in Lost in Oaxaca,
and she captures both impeccably. Her tangible knowledge of southern Mexico and the intrinsic
warmth and communal caring of its indigenous people is without flaw. Every nuance of that
culture is perfectly conveyed by the author. Ah, but the plot. A rather spoiled but highly damaged
young woman, Camille, a piano teacher living with her mother in Santa Barbara, flies to Oaxaca,
Mexico to find and return her recently disappeared student, a natural virtuoso and the key to
Camille’s ultimate success. On the way to a small outlying village, the bus Camille is riding on
takes its fateful plunge. Thus begin Camille’s cultural education and transformation, and the
aforementioned wonderful story so wonderfully told. A virtuoso performance.
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= Born and raised in Santa Barbara, California, Jessica Winters Mireles holds a degree in piano
performance from USC. After graduating, she began her career as a piano teacher and performer.
Four children and a studio of over forty piano students later, Jessica’s life changed drastically when
her youngest daughter was diagnosed with leukemia at the age of two; she soon decided that life
was too short to give up on her dreams of becoming a writer, and after five years of carving out
some time each day from her busy schedule, she finished Lost in Oaxaca. Jessica’s work has been
published in GreenPrints, Mothering and The California Music Teacher magazines. She also knows
quite a bit about Oaxaca, as her husband is an indigenous Zapotec man from the highlands of
Oaxaca and was a great source of inspiration for her novel. She lives with her husband and family in
Santa Barbara, California, and frequently travels to Oaxaca.



